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and safely disposed of. Do not put it in the garbage, as valuable garbage-
fed hogs may then be killed. It should never be placed where it may
contaminate food or food ingredients.
One man in large plants should be assigned to rat control as his sole
duty. In small plants some one dependable employee can be assigned to
part-time rodent control.
Red squill, a plant product, has been a favorite rat poison, since it is
not poisonous to other animals, including man. Red squill is a powerful
emetic, and therefore other animals eliminate it if taken in poisonous doses;
but the rat cannot vomit, hence retains the poison and is killed by it if he
has eaten sufficient. But very often it merely makes the rat ill, and for-
ever after he will not touch red squill. It is used in the ratio of 1 part
of the powder to 9 of bait.
One part of barium carbonate to 4 of bait is effective but is also danger-
ous to other animals and humans.
Phosphorus is used as a 2 per cent paste spread on the bait. While it
probably will not ignite spontaneously, as some have feared, it is a very
powerful slow poison for all animals. The same observations apply
to arsenic, used as 1 part to 15 of bait.
Strychnine is a quick-acting and very powerful poison. It is intensely
bitter, making it necessary to disguise its presence on the bait. Usually
it is mixed for use by dissolving J-^ oz. in a pint of boiling water, diluting
with a pint of heavy sirup, and coating wheat, oats, or barley with the
sirup. It should not be placed in buildings, as it is readily mistaken by
children.
Thallium sulfate has been used very successfully on poisoned wheat
and barley to eliminate ground squirrels in California pastures and fields.
It is very powerful and slow-acting poison. It should be used only by a
licensed operator; similarly for zinc phosphide.
Recently an entirely new rodenticide has come on the market. This is
1080, a complex compound said to be the most toxic substance known. It
is used at the rate of 1 to 600 of bait. Owing to its extreme toxicity it
should be used only by licensed operators.
Antu is another synthetic poison that appears to be specific for the
brown rat and not very toxic to humans. It is still (1947) in the experi-
mental stage.
Some poisoners use bait boxes with an entrance large enough to admit
rats but which excludes larger animals. In these the bait should be of a
type that the rat will not remove.
Doyle suggests that the rats be "chummed" the .first few evenings by
being given unpoisoned bait in order to gain their confidence.   Then
bait carrying sufficient poison to kill (not merely sicken) is